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industrial regions of France, the working people who had
known her sent many delegations to follow her coffin and
subscribed to give her a tombstone in the cemetery where she
was buried. "I have been wife, I have been mother/' she
declared, "but society has broken my heart/'
Her daughter, who had been married after her father's trial,
had not inherited her tempestuous character. In 1851, when
the coup d'etat of Prince Louis Napoldon put an end to the
democratic government that had survived the Commune of
three years before, her husband's work with Le National came
to a sudden end* Besides their son Paul they had now a daughter,
Marie, and they found themselves faced with a serious crisis.
Clovis Gauguin was in the position where it was impossible
for him to obtain work in France under the new regime. The
resources of the family were not great and he could obtain
little help from his father in Orleans*
He determined in consequence to leave France for Peru.
There, through his wife's connections, he hoped to be able to
make a new life for his family, intending to found a newspaper
in Lima*
After much discussion the family set sail. The voyage was
long and the conditions under which they were obliged to
travel, owing to the misfortune of finding themselves with an
intolerable captain, were extremely trying. After many weeks
the ship reached the Straits of Magellan that divide the
southernmost land of South America from the barren snow-
capped islands that peter on to end in Cape Horn. When the
ship arrived at the small whaling port of Puntas Arenas the
family decided to go on shore, but Clovis Gauguin, whose
heart was weak, collapsed in the lahiniere and died from a
cardiac seizure* There was little consolation for his widow in
the name that the French had given to this, the most southerly
township in the world: Port Famine.